Nephrocalcinosis in homozygous familial hypercholesterolemia: ultrasound and CT findings.
An association between homozygous familial hypercholesterolemia (FH) and nephrocalcinosis has not, to our knowledge, been previously reported. Evaluation in 10 cases of homozygous FH revealed evidence of nephrocalcinosis in 7 cases. Fine, uniform calcifications in the renal papillae were demonstrated by renal ultrasound or CT. Renal papillary necrosis was demonstrated by intravenous pyelogram in one case. No renal function impairment was noted in these seven patients. There was no evidence of hypercalcemia. These findings may have implications for the use of a potentially nephrotoxic drug for the treatment of this disease--in particular, when an immunosuppressive agent is required following liver transplantation.